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UNDERSTANDING
T'HE DIFFERENT
TYPES OF SKIES
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DAY G

The most prevalent type of light is daylight, and since
photography translates to "writing with light," many
photographers often find it somewhat "boring." They
prefer to capture subjects in more beautiful and
unigue moments. Of course, this perspective is
subjective and based on personal taste.
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When the sun starts to lower, this is the start of the
golden hour. At first, it can look pretty white, but...
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As the sun descends, the sky takes on a more
vibrant yellow hue, provided certain conditions are
met. Typically, this occurs when there are no clouds
on the horizon, and any clouds present are situated
only above it.
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As the sun dips below the horizon, provided that
specific conditions are met—typically a clear sky and
certain cloud coverage—you can witness a stunning
array of colors such as orange, yellow, and magenta.
This moment is often considered the most beautiful
part of the day.
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Other examples
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The blue hour is one of my favorite times of the day.
It occurs just after sunset when the city lights begin
to illuminate and the sky hasn't completely darkened
yet. | refer to it as the "magic window" because the
contrasts are subtle, allowing for stunning
photography.

The great news is that even on overcast or clear
days, while you might miss out on a perfect golden
hour or sunset, you're likely to achieve a beautiful
blue hour. This technique was very valuable during
my book project on London, especially given the
numerous overcast days. The photo above of Tower
Bridge showcases this perfectly.
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The night sky isn't my preferred, as the contrast can
be rather strong. Typically, | find there isn’t much
detail to capture, which leads me to stop my
photography for the day. However, there’s a thrill in
what we refer to as astronomical skies. This
experience involves venturing into the wilderness,
away from light pollution, to photograph the sky or
the Milky Way. An example of this is the photo | took
at Zion National Park in May 2025.
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Other examples of Milky Way shots
taken in Joshua Tree National Park.
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The beautiful sky can feature unique weather
phenomena, such as the mesmerizing aurora
borealis, which | captured while in Iceland.
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BLUE HOUR
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As the cycle begins anew before sunrise, you
experience another blue hour. When night fades,
the sky turns blue while the city lights remain
partially illuminated. | captured this shot at 5:30
a.m., which isn't easy for me since I’'m not really a
morning person!
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S eI

The sunrise closely resembles the sunset, but with
far fewer people around since they are still asleep.
For instance, | could never have captured this photo
without the crowd typically present at sunset.
Additionally, during sunset, especially in urban areas,
there tends to be more dust and particles in the air,
which can enhance the intensity of the colors.
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GOLDEN HOUR

AFTER
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As the cycle begins anew before sunrise, you
experience another blue hour. When night fades,
the sky turns blue while the city lights remain
partially illuminated. | captured this shot at 5:30
a.m., which isn't easy for me since I'm not really a
morning person!
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it is, it is very

When the sky is not as you hope

tempting to change it. This was shot at the blue

hour, which is after sunset.
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WRONG TIME SKY

X

If | put a sky of a sunset, something is
wrong. In real life, the scene would be
much more balanced; it would be
backlit, and the buildings should be
more washed out. The building lights
would not be on. This sky is too early;
we need to replace it with a sky taken
at the same time but better!

This is a blue hour sky that has been replaced, aligning perfectly
with the time. Occasionally, if certain types of clouds are present,
they can take on a magenta hue during the blue hour.
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DEADLY SIN #I WRONG TIMLE SKY

This is another mistake; the photo was taken in the afternoon, and adding a
sunset doesn't align with reality. In a genuine sunset, you wouldn't see strong
shadows in the foreground; instead, it would appear completely dark. Viewers will
instinctively sense that something is off, even if they can't quite articulate it!

R
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WRONG TIME SKY

Another example: the original sky
appeared dull, and adding a sunset
didn't quite fit; in reality, the girls
would look much darker. | replaced
the sky with a beautiful, bright
daylight sky, and now it looks much
better. The key rule is to swap the
sky with a shot taken around the
same time but with a more
appealing appearance!

20
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WRONG TIME SKY

Sunrise Tunnel View in Yosemite

During my visit to Tunnel View in
Yosemite for sunrise, | found then |
got a very dull sunrise. The sun was
still low on the horizon when | shot
this. If | were to replace the scene
with a sky where the sun is higher
than the mountains, it wouldn’t
make sense, as it would light up
parts of the valley. However, if |
choose a sky where the sun is still
low and the clouds are illuminated
from that position, it creates a more
compelling image.
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G TIME SKY
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\W The Las Vegas Night Sky

i

Changing the night sky to reflect a
sunset doesn't quite work; it creates
an odd contrast with the city lights.
Instead, you could opt for a night
sky filled with clouds. While this may
not make a significant difference, at
least it maintains a sense of
accuracy.
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It’s evident that there are two suns;
while the replaced sunset is beautiful
and improved, having two suns does
not work well, even if it's not very
noticeable.

Now | took a sky and moved the sun
around to make it match the other
original sun position much more
naturally. | was hired by the Mayor's
office of Las Vegas to do drone
photography of the city.
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DEADLY SIN #2 WRONG POSITION OF THE SUN

X

It’s clear from the photo that there
are two suns, which isn’t a natural
occurrence; we're not on Tatooinel!
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Ah beautiful sunrise in Paris but no clouds!

v/

Here is the new sky has a sun
but it is perfectly aligned
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NO REFLECTION WHEN THERE IS WATER

X

No reflection

Vv’

With reflection
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NO REFLECTION WHEN THERE IS WATER

X

No reflection

v/

With reflection

28



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

1'HI STABLE DATA IS:
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WAY MORE EPIC
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STEP |
From Lightroom Classic
open Photo in Photoshop

Metadata View  Window Help

Lightroom CC 2025.Ircat - Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic - Library

Library | Develop | Map | B

Set as Reference Photo
Lock to Second Window

Show in Finder
Go to Folder in Library
Go to Collection

~Edit In S Edit in Adobe Photoshop 2025...
>

Photo Merge e e
Edit in Topaz Gigapixel Al...
Enhance
Luminar Neo...
Set Flag
Set Rating

Set Color Label Open as Smart Object in Photoshop...

Topaz Gigapixel Al

Reset Export Status Open as Smart Object Layers in Photoshop...

Add Keyword “rouge” Merge to Panorama in Photoshop...

: Merge to HDR Pro in Photoshop...
Remove from Target Collection and Next :
Open as Layers in Photoshop...

Stacking
Create Virtual Copy

Develop Settings
Metadata Presets

Rotate Left (CCW)
Rotate Right (CW)

Metadata
Export

Email Photo...
Remove from Collection
Mark to Republish

View Options

OFs "@8C

31



R
HOW T0 DO THE RIGHT WAY SERGE RAMELLI

STEP 2
In the menu go to
Edit » Sky replacement

hop 2025 '?ﬁie?w-:'lrﬁag'e;: Layer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help

Adobe Photoshop 2025

Q Resize Wi m 100% Fit Screen Fill Screen

Hit-3.tif @ 16.7% (1

Search
Check Spelling...
Find and Replace Text...

Fill...

Generate Image...

Perspective Warp

Sky Replacement...
Define Pattern...

Purge

Adobe PDF Presets...
Presets
Remote Connections...

Color Settings...
OpenColorlO Settings...
Assign Profile...
Convert to Profile...

Keyboard Shortcuts... XOBK
Menus... XOHEM

Toolbar... & Remove background | 2@ Adjust colors

Start Dictation
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STEP 2
Default the last sky
you used will be there

Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

Channels  Paths Layers

Sky Replacement

Shift Edge

Fade Edge

v Sky Adjustments

Brightness

Temperature

Scale
&
Flip
v Foreground Adjustments

Lighting Mode: Multiply
Foreground Lighting

&
Edge Lighting

Color Adjustment

&

Output
Qutput To: New Layers

PrEViEW Cancel
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STEP 3
Click on the sky and it will open
a new window with some skies

ect Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

Channels Paths Layers

_ T

v = Blue Skies

Shift Edge

Fade Edge

v Sky Adjustments

Brightness

Temperature

Scale
&
Flip
v Foreground Adjustments

Lighting Mode:  Multiply
Foreground Lighting

&
Edge Lighting

Color Adjustment

@

Output
QOutput To: New Layers

PfEViEW Cancel
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STEP A
Increase the size of your window and the
size of the skies so you can see better

- View Plugins Window Help

Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

— T

v = Blue Skies

v = Spectacular

/

Hmﬁﬂh@f—
.
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STEP S
Optional: If you have new
skies to add, click on the [+]

Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

® Photoserge Q
elli Dropbox

to be publi... Name Kind Date Added

Free Skies Folder Dec 14, 2024, 10:22

B Textures Skies Textures 1 Folder Dec 14, 2024, 10:00

> B Sunset Medium Format Folder Dec 14, 2024, 10:00
Dramatic Skies Medium Format Folder Dec 14, 2024, 10:00

> @ Skies Part 1 Folder Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Skies Part 2 Folder Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Skies Photoserge Folder Dec 14, 2024, 09:58

™ Golden Hour Skies Medium Format Folder Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Blue Hour Medium Format Folder Dec 14, 2024, 09:58

Open cloud documents Enable: All Readable Documents ¢

Format:

Hide Options

&

o =mi

e
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STEP O
Select all the skies you want to add;
you can press CTRL A to select all.

Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

wnw Rasl 11£)

sergeramelli Dropbox

Instagram to be publi...

Photos LA TOTAL
ADS FOR FB AGENCY

From paris To Hollyw...

Ridley academy Ship
Digital Assets
Kindness Inc
Academy 2024
Management series
VSL

Webinar 2024

Bio and info on Serge...

Travel Photos

Skies

India Taj mahal project

Ammo Tests

Lens distortion

Public (Selective Syn...

Unreal 2024
Iphone mac Serge
For Michel

Mateo

Export JPG

(] Night Medium Format-18.jpg
] Night Medium Format-19.jpg
1 Night Medium Format-20.jpg
E] Night Medium Format-11.jpg
] Night Medium Format-10.jpg
] Night Medium Format-15.jpg
E- Night Medium Format-13.jpg
[&] Night Medium Format-21.jpg
] Night Medium Format-16.jpg
1 Night Medium Format-17.jpg
] Night Medium Format-14.jpg
=] Night Medium Format-12.jpg
] Night Medium Format-5.jpg
= Night Medium Format-8.jpg
] Night Medium Format-1.jpg
] Night Medium Format-6.jpg
4 Night Medium Format-7.jpg
E] Night Medium Format-3.jpg
] Night Medium Format-2.jpg
E] Night Medium Format-4.jpg
E] Night Medium Format-9.jpg

Open cloud documents

Hide Options

» Blue Hour Medium Format £

JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image
JPEG image

Enable:

Format:

Q

Date Added

Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, 09:58
Dec 14. 2024, 09:58
Dec 14, 2024, Us."%8

All Readable Documents £
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STEP 6
All your skies will now be forever
IN your photoshop

rer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

Layer Mask/16)
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IF YOU’RE IN NEED OF SKIES,
YOU CAN BUY M) TOP FLORIDA
SKIES HERE 5) VISITING:

PHOTOSERGE.ME/SK LS

Don't forget to use
the coupon code: WELCOME
at checkout to receive a 50% discount
on the release price. It may or may
not work, but If it does, be sure
to take advantage of it!
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STEP
Pick a sky that was TAKEN at the same time but
BETTER and you can adjust the brightness and the
temperature to match your image

ype Select Filter View Plugins Window Help

Adobe Photoshop 2025

Drag to move the sky layer.

Sky Replacement

Shift = e
Fade Edge

v Sky Adjustments

Brightness

Temperature

&
Scale
a
Flip
v Foreground Adjustn =nts

Lighting Mode: Multiy v

Foreground Lighting

Edge Lighting

Color Adjustment

&

Qutput
Output To: New Layers

Preview

B0« 78FTMA=EG
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STEP 8
To add reflections, select the sky layer
and press COMMAND J on a Mac or
CTRL J on a PC to duplicate it.

Thu Jun 26 12:51

Adobe Photoshop 2025
A Q ¥ O~

Q Kind v EmeTOD®

Normal ~ Opacity: 100%
Lock: S b @ i 100% -

© [ Sky Replacement Group

o ¥ -

- Sky Brightness

8
P Sky T
(U] y Temperature

Sky copy
Sky

> Il Edge Lighting Group

Foreground Lighting
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STEP 9
Then, right-click on the sky and select
"Unlink Layers." This will ensure that they are
iIndependent from each other.

ndow Help - Q & ThuJun26 12:51

Adobe Photoshop 2025
Fill Screen Share ! Q 3¢i

Channels Paths Layers

Q, Kind vvmeTOH®

Normal v Opacity: 100%
Lock: B o & ™ @  Fill: 100% ~

© v = SkyReplacement Group

O' @ - Sky Brightness

Blending Options...

Copy CSS

Copy SVG

Duplicate Layer...

Delete Layer

1 'ew Group from Layers...

Qu ‘ick Export as PNG oR!

Ex} ort As... X4
> Il Edge Light
Artk »ard from Layers...

Mask All Objects

Conv 'rt to Smart Object

Disi ble Layer Mask

\r a*2 Clipping Mask

Unlink Layers
Select Linked Layers

88 Adjust colors D @ oo

Merge Clipping Mask
Merge Visible
Flatten Image

Color
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STEP 10
Next, right-click on the sky mask and choose
"Delete Layer Mask." This mask applies solely
to the sky; however, we will utilize
that sky for reflections.

Adobe Photoshop 2025

Channels Paths Layers

Q Kind vvmeTOom®
Normal v Opacity: 100%
Lock: S ¢ O @  Fik100% -

© [ Sky Replacement Group

Disable Le. © Mask

_ Delete Layer Mask

Apply Layer Mask

_ e Add Mask To Selection
» @ Edge Lighting Groug
Subtract Mask From Selection

Intersect Mask With Selection
Select and Mask...

Mask Options...
Foregrou.
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STEP 1]
Select the sky layer, then press COMMAND T
on Mac or CTRL T on Windows.
Next, right-click and choose "Flip Vertical.”

- Layer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

W: 100.00% & H: 100.00% 4 0.00 ° H: 0.00 ° V: 0.00 ° Interpolation: Bicubic ﬁ

*)*

Q Kind
Normal
Lock: s ¢ D

© [l SkyRepl

O ¥

Free Transform

Scale
Rotate
Skew
Distort
Perspective

Warp

Rotate 180°
Rotate 90° Clockwise
Rotate 90° Counter Clockwise

Flip Horizontal
Flip Vertical
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STEP 12
While pressing shift, drag the sky over the water
now it has been flipped and mirrors the top

ptoshop 2025 File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help
Adobe Photoshop 2025

Auto-Select: Layer « Show Transform Controls e 3 LH | e ‘!;'; see {!-

B6-Edit-3.tif @ 16.7% (Sky copy, RGB/16*) *

Z & Selectsubject [ Removebackground | ©® Adjustcolors X @ eee
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STEP 15
Above the layers put the bottom sky in multiply
mode this will blend the color better

pe Select Filter View Plugins Window Help

Adobe Photoshop 2025

Channels Paths

Q Kind v

v Normal

Dissolve

Darken
Multiply
Color Burn
Linear Burn

Darker Color

Lighten

Screen

Color Dodge

Linear Dodge (Add)

Lighter Color

Overlay
Soft Light
Hard Light
Vivid Light
Linear Light
Pin Light
Hard Mix

Difference
Exclusion
Subtract
Divide

Hue
Saturation
Color

Luminosity

@ Selectsubject = [@& Removebackground | ©® Adjustcolors X @ eee
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STEP 141
On a Mac, hold down the OPTION key, or on PC, press ALT, and
then click the Create Mask button. This action will generate a black
mask, effectively making the reflection vanish. Keep in mind that in
Photoshop, black conceals while white reveals when using masks.

Thu Jun 26 12:53

Adobe Photoshop 2025
ae . A Q ¥ v
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STEP 15
Press B for brush and then make sure the
opacity is at around 25%.

~ Layer Type Select Filter View Plugins Window Help

Opacity: 25% '~ (# Flow: 100% ~ (/£ Smoothing: 0% ~
4 : _

.7% (Sky copy, Layer Mask/16) *

Press D to make sure that your foreground color
IS white

48
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STEP 10
Brush the bottom of the photo until the reflection is
there, and then save and close the photo. It will
come back into Lightroom with the sky replaced by
the reflection. \Well done!
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Before

After
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STEP |
Select the photo and if you are in Lightroom Classic
right click and click edit in Luminar Neo

=~ Q & ThuJun26 12:56

2025.Ircat - Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic - Develop

Library | Develop | Map | Book | Slideshow | Print | Web | o6

Histogram <«

Basic ¥
Auto HDR

Profile Adobe Color oo

Set as Reference Photo
Lock to Second Window

Show in Finder
Go to Folder in Library
Go to Collection

==

EditIn >  Editin Adobe Photoshop 2025...
Photo Merge

Edit in Topaz Gigapixel Al...
Enhance

Set Flag

Topaz Gigapixel Al
Set Rating B w2

Set Color Label Open as Smart Object in Photoshop...
Reset Export Status Open as Smart Object Layers in Photoshop...
Add Keyword “rouge” Merge to Panorama in Photoshop...
: Merge to HDR Pro in Photoshop...
Remove from Target Collection and Next
Open as Layers in Photoshop...

Stacking

Create Virtual Copy Previous Reset

Develop Settings
Metadata Presets

Rotate Left (CCW)
Rotate Right (CW)

Metadata
Export

Email Photo...
Remove from Collection

View Options
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STEP |
Select the photo and if you are in Lightroom Classic
right click and click edit in Luminar Neo

=~ Q & ThuJun26 12:56

2025.Ircat - Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic - Develop

Library | Develop | Map | Book | Slideshow | Print | Web | o6

Histogram <«

Basic ¥
Auto HDR

Profile Adobe Color oo

Set as Reference Photo
Lock to Second Window

Show in Finder
Go to Folder in Library
Go to Collection

==

EditIn >  Editin Adobe Photoshop 2025...
Photo Merge

Edit in Topaz Gigapixel Al...
Enhance

Set Flag

Topaz Gigapixel Al
Set Rating B w2

Set Color Label Open as Smart Object in Photoshop...
Reset Export Status Open as Smart Object Layers in Photoshop...
Add Keyword “rouge” Merge to Panorama in Photoshop...
: Merge to HDR Pro in Photoshop...
Remove from Target Collection and Next
Open as Layers in Photoshop...

Stacking

Create Virtual Copy Previous Reset

Develop Settings
Metadata Presets

Rotate Left (CCW)
Rotate Right (CW)

Metadata
Export

Email Photo...
Remove from Collection

View Options
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STEP 2
Click on edit at the top and then
on skies at the right side

~ Q & ThuJun26 14:20

‘< Presets Cancel Apply

Tools
£3 Layer Properties ™°

T Crop ™

3% Enhance *

& Sky

Adjustments  Masking

For This Photo

Sky Selection

B35 Noiseless ™

[ Supersharp

) ®©

®: Develop

* 8 *
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STEP 3
If you want to add skies like we did in Photoshop,
click on the Sky selection button and choose
the options Show custom skies

~ Q & ThuJun26 14:21

'~ Presets Cancel Apply

®
Tools

PRO

£ Layer Properties

T Crop ™

3% Enhance ™

& Sky

Adjustments  Masking

For This Photo

v All Skies
Purchased
Blue Sky
Bright Blue Sky
Dramatic Sky

Dramatic Sunset

Galaxy

Starry Night

Sunset

Sunset Clouds

Blue Hour Medium Format
Breathtaking Sunsets by Sherwin Magsino
Dramatic Skies Medium Format
Exotic Sunrise Panoramas

Free Skies

Golden Hour Skies Medium Format
Moody Sunset Skies by Edin Chavez
Natural Sunrises and Sunsets
Panoramic Skies part 1

Panoramic Skies part 2

Rosy Sunsets by Edin Chavez

it-4.tif Sunset Medium Format

Show Custom Skies...
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STEP |
This will open a folder; simply drag and drop your files into
that folder, and voila—they will be stored there permanently!

£ ThuJun26 14:21

Apply

Q@ Ov

Sunset Medi...
& Sunset Medi...
El Sunset Medi...
[ Sunset Medi...
=] Sunset Medi...
[3 Sunset Medi...
2 Sunset Medi...
3 Sunset Medi...
[& Sunset Medi...

‘. Presets Cancel

Sunset Medium For... [[[] £ BE .

Digital Assets ® Blue Hour Medium Format
B Dramatic Ski...dium Format

Kindness Inc ¥ Free Skies

Academy 2024 B Golden Hour...dium Format

¥ Skies Part 1
@ Skies Part 2
B Skies Photoserge

Management series
VSL

Webinar 2024 @ Sunset Medium Format

Bio and info on Serge ramelli B Textures Skies Textures 1

Folder
Folder
Folder
Folder
Folder

Travel Photos

Skies

India Taj mahal project
Ammo Tests

Lens distortion

Public (Selective Sync Conflict 1)

E] Sunset Medi...
¥ Sunset Medi...
Sunset Medi...
[3 Sunset Medi...
3 Sunset Medi...
[£] Sunset Medi...
E Sunset Medi...
E Sunset Medi...

Sky Selection

Sky Orientation
k Refinement

>Cene Rellghting

B35 Noiseless ™

([ Supersharp *

0] ®©

@®: Develop

* 8 *
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STEP 5
Pick a sky that was TAKEN at
the same time but BETTER

Q & ThuJun26 14:22

' Presets = Cancel Apply

[ ]
Tools

$3 Layer Properties **°

T Crop ™

3% Enhance ™

& Sky " © 9 O

Adjustments  Masking

For This Photo

: All Skies
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IF YOU’RE IN NEED OF SKIES,
YOU CAN BUY M) TOP FLORIDA
SKIES HERE 5) VISITING:

PHOTOSERGE.ME/SK LS

Don't forget to use
the coupon code: WELCOME
at checkout to receive a 50% discount
on the release price. It may or may
not work, but If it does, be sure
to take advantage of it!
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STEP 6
Go to the sliders on that window and find the reflection and
adjust it to your liking. | usually put it all the way if the water is
very still, and less if there are a bit of waves.
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| HOPE YOU ENJOYED THIS BOOK
AND THAT IT INSPIRES YOU TO
CREATE THE ART YOU DESIRE.
IF YOU'D LIKE TO SUPPORT MY EFFORTS
IN PRODUCING THESE FREE BOOKS,
CONSIDER CHECKING OUT MY FLORIDA SKIES:

PHOTOSERGE.ME/SA IS

Remember to apply the coupon code
WELCOME at checkout to receive a
50% discount on the release price. It
might work, so If it does, be sure to
grab it while you can

Thank you very much!
Wishing you happy sky replacements!



