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BLEND IF  

Blend If is one of the most useful tools in Photoshop, but one 
that not many people know about. 


Blend If can be used to:

add color and exposure effects to only the highlights, 
midtones, or shadows of any image. 


Precision MASKING


Create sophisticated COLOR GRADING


ADDING TEXTURE to specific tones in Frequency Separation.


DEFINITIONS: 
BLEND if SLIDERS
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MASKING 

SPECIAL EFFECTS 

SKIN COLOR 

COLOR GRADING 

FS MODIFICATIONS 

BLEND if SLIDERS



LAYER palette

LOCK PIXELS

LOCK TRANSPARENCY

LOCK POSITION

FULLY LOCK LAYER

TEXT

VECTOR 
SHAPE

ADJUSTMENT 
LAYER

SMART OBJECT

PIXEL MASK
PIXEL 
LAYER

VECTOR MASKLAYER 
SET

CLIPPING GROUP

LINKS LAYER

EFFECT

ADD MASK
ADJUSTMENT 

LAYERS

LAYER SET

ADD LAYER

DELETE

Prevent auto-nesting into and out 
 of Artboards and Frames



Blending OPTIONS

LAYER style

Photoshop provides a variety of effects—such as shadows, glows, and bevels—that change the 
appearance of a layer's contents in a non-distructive way. Layer effects are linked to the layer 
contents. When you move or edit the contents of the layer, the same effects are applied to the 
modified contents. 


For example, if you apply a drop shadow to a text layer and then add new text, the shadow is 
added automatically to the new text.


A layer style is one or more effects applied to a layer or layer group. You can apply one of the 
preset styles provided with Photoshop or create a custom style using the Layer Style dialog box. 





How does it  work
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What can you use Blend if sliders on?

TEXT

VECTOR 
SHAPE

ADJUSTMENT 
LAYER

SMART OBJECT

PIXEL 
LAYER

LAYER 
SET



masking



MASKING



original

NO MASKING NEEDED 

fire



masking out BLACK
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MASKING Try on different images



Clouds

MASK OUT BLUES



Color EFFECTS

Color grading



Color Effects

MASK OUT REDS



Color EFFECTS 
SKIN









SPECIAL EFFECTS



quick Posterize 

BLEND MODES



settings



TEXTURE EFFECTS 
SKIN



before

 Frequency Separation- BASIC  

https://www.lisacarney.com/basic-frequency-sep

https://www.lisacarney.com/basic-frequency-sep


adding Skin texture with PATTERNS
1. LOADING PATTERNS 

2. In Photoshop open the Patterns Panel (Window > Patterns)

3. Open the fly-out menu and choose Import Patterns... from the list.

4. Locate your . pat file on your hard drive.

5. Click Open to install.


Control intensity of NEW skin texture by 
EITHER changing:
 
OPACITY
LAYER BLEND MODE
MASK

Adding TEXTURE 
using blend if sliders
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email me with questions 
lisa@lisacarney.com
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